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to be borne/ An argument in some measure
analogous may be adduced against the inspiration
of oracles,, to whatever source that inspiration
be attributed. Why should we believe in them,
if they neither thoroughly believed in themselves,,
nor wore thoroughly believed in by those who
consulted them ? Now,, that they had not full
confidence in their own answers, may be inferred
from the fact that those answers were so often
susceptible of a double interpretation. There is
good reason to think, also, that those who ap-
pealed to the oracles had not a perfect faith in
them, although, as in the mood in which men
witness a dramatic representation, they may not
have consciously disbelieved. Their latent in-
credulity may be inferred from the circumstance
that, if the oracular response threatened them
with some dreadful calamity, they^ always,
instead of submitting to their fatd -as inevitable,,
endeavoured to escape it. It' is thus that
enthusiasts who assert that the end of the world
is to take place within a few years, buy, sell,
and carry on their ordinary transactions not-